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Site of Niles Chapel (St. Luke's Church) and Cemetery
Leapley Road, Clinton, Md.
Priv/Unocc/Cemetery/Unexposed

Until the late 1970's, a small frame chapel stood
beside this cemetery: a typical gable-roofed structure
with entrance through double-doors centered, between two
pointed-arch windows, in the north gable end. The
cemetery is today nearly surrounded by a trailer park
on the east edge of Andrews Air Force Base.

In 1867, the Freedmen's Bureau established a school
for Blacks near Centreville, on land sold by William
Niles, a White landowner. The school opened in 1868, and
was also used as a place of worship. 1In 1877, another small
1ot near the school was sold to "colored" trustees for the
Methodist Church, and a simple (probably log) meeting
house was completed before June 1877, when O. Carroll,
pastor of the Marlboro Circuit, reported Niles Chapel as
one of his four churches. It was replaced in 1893 by
the frame structure described above. A small Black
community known as Meadows, grew up around Niles Chapel
and school. A social lodge was constructed a short
distance to the south, and in 1929, a new Black school
was erected with Rosenwald funds. In 1942, however, the
establishment of Andrews Air Force Base brought the
community of Meadows to an end. By the 1970's, Niles
Chapel (now called St. Luke's) was vacant; its congregation
had merged with another to form Westphalia U.M. Church.
Although Niles Chapel is gone, its cemetery marks a
significant site: an early Black church and, in fact, 2
complete post-Civil War Black community, of which scarcely
a trace remains.
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1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Niles Chapel

andor common St. Luke's Methodist Episcopal Church

2. Location

street & number Leapley Road - (9007) ___not for publication

Meadows =
city, town Clinton ___ vicinity of/ congressional district 4
state Maryland county P.G.
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district ____ public —__ occupied ____ agriculture - museum
____ building(s) x private = unoccupied ____ commercial _ . park
____structure ___both —— work in progress ___ educational ___ private residence
X site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment _X_religious Cem.
object in process yes: restricted government scientific -
being considered __x yes: unrestricte . industrial transportation
not applicable __no ____ military ___ other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Trustees of Westphalia U. M. Church
ctreet & number 8511 Westphalia Road telephone no.: 735-9373
city, town Forestville state and zip code Maryland

5. Location of Legal Description , ‘

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P. G. Co. Courthouse ' liber HB #13
street & number Main Street folio 196
city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title P.G. Co.Inventory of Historic Sites

1974 __ federal X

date ___state = county ____local

depository for survey records History Division, M-NCPPC

cltyy town Riverdale ~ state Maryland




7. Description Survey No.P.G.#77-12

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent . deteriorated ___unaltered. . ____ original site

— good —___ruins ___altered —_ moved date of move
—_ fair __X unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Nothing stands today on the site of Niles Chapel
(St. Luke's Methodist Church). Only the graveyard remains on
the eastern edge of the church lot. Until the late 1970's,
a small frame chapel stood on this site. It was a typical
gable-roofed structure, with entrance through double-doors
centered (between two pointed-arched windows) in the north
gable end. At the south gable end was a lower apse. The
east and west facades were three-bays in length, with pointed-
arch windows like those flanking the entrance. The corner-
stone indicated 1893 as the date of comnstruction.

The cemetery lot is today nearly surrounded by a trailer-

park on the east edge of Andrews Air Force Base.




8. Significance Survey No. P.G. 77-12

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— —prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric _X_ community ptanritrsg landscape architecture X _ religion
— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__conservation —law —_science
——1500-1598 ____ agriculture —_economics ___ literature —__ sculpture
—_1600-1699 ___ architecture — education — military —_ social/
—1700-1799 ____ art —__ engineering - music humanitarian
X _1800-1899 ____ commerce — exploration’'settiement ____ philosophy __ theater
— 1900~ _____ communications —_ industry — politics’government ___ transportation
: —__invention _X_ other (specity)
Black History
Specific dates 1893 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _ C D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B ¢ b _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national __state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support. The history of the earliest Black schools in Prince
George's County is usually very closely tied to that of the
local churches, and that is certainly true in the case of
Niles Chapel (St. Luke's Church). Before the Civil War,
local Blacks worshipped at the Centreville Methodist Church
(which would become Forest Grove Church, and then Chapel #1
at Andrews Air Force Base), but after the war, as in other
areas, they sought their own place of worship. At the same
time, in 1867, the Freedmen's Bureau was in the process of
establishing a school for Blacks in the Centreville area.
William Niles, a white landowner donated one acre of his
land south of Centreville (on the road to the Woodyard) to
himself and four freedmen as trustees of a school to be
erected "for the use of Blacks forever and for playgrounds
and general accommodations of the School.'"l The school was
opened in 1868, and worship services were probably conducted
in this school building until Niles Chapel was built in the
1870's.

In February of 1878, 3/4 of an acre was legally conveyed
to John and George Shorter 2nd Sandy Forrest, "Colored"
trustees for the Methodist Church, out of the estate of
William P. Pumphrey.?2 Pumphrey had actually sold the lot to
the trustees before his death early in 1877, and the chapel
was completed before June 1877, when O. Carroll, pastor of
the Marlboro Circuit recorded Niles Chapel as one of his
four churches.3 This first chapel was probably a modest log
structure; it was replaced in 1893 by the frame structure
described in #7.

Over the years, a small Black community grew up in the
area of Niles-Chapel “and the old schoolhouse. - ‘A lodge or
social hall was constructed early in the 20th century a
short distance south of the church, on the opposite side of
the private road. Then in 1929, a new school for Black
children was constructed with Rosenwald Funds on a two-acre

lot between the church and the '"colored hall"; making the
little community complete. This community (known as Meadows)

e e s e e



8 - SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd) P.G. #77-12

was, however, very short-lived, for the Declaration of
Taking by the United States in 1942 (for the establishment
of Andrews Air Force Base) spelled its doom.4 The social
hall and the Rosenwald School were destroyed, and the member-
ship of Niles Chapel (by now, St. Luke's) was necessarily
decreased. By the 1970's St. Luke's Church stood vacant,

and its congregation had merged with another to form the
present Westphalia U.M. Church. Although St. Luke's Church
is now gone, the cemetery remains to mark a significant site:
of an early Black church, and in fact, a complete post-
Civil War community, of which scarcely a trace remains.

NOTES:
1. P.G. Co. Deed HB #1:100
2. P.G. Co. Deed HB #13:196
3. P.G. Co. Deed HB #12:425
4. Archives, P. G. Public Schools




9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No.P.G. 77-12

P.G. Co. Deeds: HB #1:100; HB #12:425; HB #13:196
Washington Conference of Methodist Churches, 1867 - 1888
Archives, P.G. Public Schools, Plant Maintenance Dept. Upper Marlboro

Freedmen's Bureau Records, 1868

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

do NOT complete UTM references
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Quadrangle scale

Zone Easting Northing R Zone - ' Easting - Northing
clo bl alaad b dadlaal YT N N I T
S I T B I A ' I I O O RO I O A A
L || e bbbl LTI T T I T
Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte Susan G. Pearl
organization History Division date May 1983
street & number 4811 Riverdale Road ‘telephone  779-2011
city or town Riverdale state Maryland 20737

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section

was officially created by
be found in the Annotated
181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to:
Shaw House
21 State Circle

Maryland Historical Trust

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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[7. DESCRIPTION

T {Check One)
[ Excellent (3 Good B Foir {3 Deterioroted

D Ruins {3 -Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One)

K Altered {3 Unclrered

(Check One)
8B Origino! Site

OESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

] Moved

The apse is rectangular with three windows.

The building is a one story, frame structure with
a three bay gable end facade. The square-headed door
is flanked by pointed arched windows with 2/2 double hung

sash. The sidewalls have three pointed arch windows.

Fe:77-12.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriete)
[ Pre-Columbian O 16th Century
[ 15th Century {J 17th Century

[3 18th Century

PR, 19th Century

(O 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known)

1833 (Cornerstone)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education
[ Perehistaric [ Engineering
[(J Histeric O Industry
[ Agricuiture 1 Invention
[ Architecture [ Lendscope
O Arn Architecture
[ Commerce [ Literature
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[ Censervation O Music

00 D00 0D

[ Urbon Plonning
] Other (Specify)
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PG 7712

{9._ MAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES - - - = e T L T

[[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUOE ANO LONGITUDE COOROINATES LATITUOE AND LONGITUOE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITUOE LONGITUDE LATITUOE ) LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Secands
NW (-] . - o . - [+ ’ . o ’ -
NE © » - L] ] -
SE - - . - (-] e L4
SW o » . ] [ -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY:

.Acreage Justification:

|
i

11.. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME ANO TITLE:
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION OATE
M-NCPPC 6 Aug 74
STREET ANO NUMBER:
8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Silver Spring Maryland

12 . . .
4*JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [} State [} Locel ([

Signature
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P6. = 7712

P. G. #77-12

St. Luke's Cemetery

Prince George's County, Md.

Susan G. Pearl

March 1983

View to north

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md.
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